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El Protocolo Venezolano-Frances de 1913. Ezequiel A. Vivas. Lit. Y 
Tip. Del Comercio; Caracas. 1915. pp. 743. 

It will be remembered that in 1903, through conventions with ten 
several Powers (there being also a convention of 1902 with France), 
all claims on the part of foreign citizens and countries against Vene- 
zuela were brought to a determination. The awards given under the 
several conventions have since been paid. After the termination of 
the work of the several commissions, new difficulties arose between 
France and Venezuela, as a result of which diplomatic relations be- 
tween the two countries were broken off, and remained in this condition 
until the signing of a new convention between the countries in 1913. 
The greater portion of the volume before us is devoted to the history 
and work of this convention. We are furnished with the various docu- 
ments relating thereto, and an account of the debates in the Venezuelan 
Congress, as well as numerous commentaries upon the resumption of 
relations between the two countries. 

Incident to the resumption of diplomatic relations, came under the 
new treaty arrangements the settlement of about forty claims, involv- 
ing a number of interesting but not difficult questions, a short history 
of each of which is given. 

Among the cases determined, we find one rejected for cattle taken 
by the national forces, but not proven to have been so taken before 
June 30, 1903, the date to which former protocols ran; a claim rejected 
for damages to business said to have been caused by the arbitrary order 
of a civil chief, but where it appeared that the merchant had not taken 
out a license permitting him to exercise freely his business; a large 
number of claims rejected based upon damages caused by revolutionary 
authorities which controlled in Ciudad Bolivar until July, 1903, it being 
held that the nation was not responsible for damages caused by rev- 
olutionary agents; the claim of a Venezuelan woman who, marrying a 
Frenchman, assumed French citizenship, but becoming a widow, held 
to have reacquired her first nationality, so that she had no right to 
present any claim against the Venezuelan Government; a large number 
of claims rejected for aid given revolutionaries and damages suffered 
from bombardments and pillages incident to a combat, no such damages 
being permitted to be exacted from the constitutional government; a 
claim for damages rejected on the part of widow and sons who were 
Venezuelans by birth, although she had acquired French citizenship by 
marriage, her husband having died before the signing of the protocol; 
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claims rejected because claimants lost their positions as foreigners on 
account of acceptance of public offices, and having taken arms in the 
civil wars; a claim accepted as good for an attempt on the part of the 
Ministry of Fomento to cancel a mining concession without right; a 
claim rejected because the claimant, who complained of being unjustly 
imprisoned, had not availed himself of legal remedies against the per- 
sons responsible for damages inflicted upon him, and claim for damages 
sustained for expulsion and arbitrary imprisonment. 

About half of the book is devoted to congratulations and eulogistic 
commentaries upon the success attendant on the execution of the pro- 
tocol, matters which, however pleasing to those concerned, cannot be 
considered as possessing much historical value. The various protocols 
and proceedings thereunder determining claims against Venezuela, 
which from time to time have been called into existence, is contained 
in this volume. Jackson H. Ralston. 

Germany of To-day. By George Stuart Fullerton, Ph.D., LL.D., 
Professor in Columbia University, New York. Honorary Pro- 
fessor in the University of Vienna. First American exchange 
Professor to Austria. Indianapolis: The Bobbs-Merrill Company. 
1915. pp. 181. $1.00. 

Professor Fullerton's stimulating and interesting book is inscribed 
"to those who desire a mutual understanding among civilized nations 
and to work for the cause of international conciliation." His purpose as 
stated in his preface is "to present in brief outline a sketch which will 
give a just conception of the political and social constitution of the Ger- 
man nation and of the spirit with which it is penetrated." 

In accomplishing this purpose he has sought in the first place to make 
an accurate statement of the essential political and social facts with re- 
gard to the German Empire and the German states with special chapters 
dealing with "militarism" and "imperialism" and a concluding chapter 
of reflections and prophecy. 

It is believed that there will be little disposition to quarrel with Pro- 
fessor Fullerton's statement of facts. His facts are not only accurate 
in themselves but they are in general well chosen and stated in a con- 
cise and lucid way, except that perhaps he might have devoted more 
attention to Prussia and less to Bavaria from which latter state, prob- 
ably on account of his residence in Munich, his illustrations are fre- 
quently taken. 



